Harleysville Group Inc.

e e News Release

Harleysville, PA 19438-2297
www. harleysvillegroup.com

*4 * . Tel 800.523.6344

Harleysville.
Good people to know

For Release: Immediately
Contact: Carol Manning (Investors) 215.256.5020
Randy Buckwalter (Media) 215.256.5288

HARLEYSVILLE GROUP ANNOUNCES
ANNUAL MEETING WEBCAST

HARLEYSVILLE, PA—APRIL 9, 2003—Harleysville Group Inc. (NASDAQ: HGIC) will Webcast
its annual shareholders’ meeting on Wednesday, April 23, 2003, beginning at 10:30 a.m. (ET). The
meeting is expected to last less than one hour.

The Webcast will be available from the Financial section of the company’s Web site
(www.harleysvillegroup.com). The Webcast will be an audio-only presentation. An archive of the
event will be available on the company’s Web site until May 7, 2003.

Harleysville Insurance, “Good people to know,” is the premier provider of insurance products and
services for small businesses and individuals, and ranks among the top 50 U.S. property/casualty
insurance groups based on net written premiums. Harleysville Group Inc. (Nasdaq: HGIC) is a
publicly traded holding company for nine regional property/casualty insurance companies collectively
rated A (Excellent) by A.M. Best Company. Harleysville Insurance, which distributes its products
through independent insurance agents, operates in 32 Eastern and Midwestern states.

To obtain investor materials, including the company’s latest annual report, Form 10-K and other
corporate announcements, contact the investor relations department (215-256-5020 or
investorrelations@harleysvillegroup.com) or visit the company’s Web site.

Certain statements made during this presentation may constitute forward-looking statements for purposes of the safe harbor provisions
under the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Actual events or results may differ materially from those indicated by these
forward-looking statements as a result of various important factors, including those discussed in the company’s most-recent Form 10-Q
and other documents filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

HHHH

#03-11
04/09/03p



